CURRICULUM VITAE
Christiana Best, Ph.D., M.S.W.

Associate Professor of Social Work | Scholar-Practitioner | Oral Historian specializing in immigration,
racial equity, transnational parenting, and narrative practice.
Email: cbest@usj.edu | Podcast: Inside Out/Outside In | Google Scholar | Website
Cell: (917) 557-8450; Work: (860) 231-5508

EDUCATION

Ph.D. in Social Welfare

The Graduate School and University Center of New York, NY
MSW in Social Work

Silberman School of Social Work, New York, NY

BA in Sociology

St. John’s University, Jamaica, Queens, NY

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2017-Present, University of Saint Joseph, West Hartford, CT
Associate Professor, MSW Program

2001- 2017, Administration for Children's Services (ACS), New York, NY

2012-2017, Senior Advisor for Child Welfare Policy and Training Implementation

2005-2012, Executive Deputy Director for Professional Development and In-Service
Training

CURRENT RESEARCH PROJECTS

e Case Study: Moving the Needle on Organizational Culture (2024 — present) IRB#24-002
e Beyond Borders: Educating Migrant Children in U.S. Schools (2024- present) IRB#24-003
e V-Simulation Project Evaluation (2025-2026).

o Exploring Student Learning in Social Work Practice with Immigrants (2025-2026) IRB#25-
018.

COMMUNITY-BASED SCHOLARSHIP AND CREATIVE WORK

Podcast: Creator and host of Inside Qut/Outside In (2020 - present)

Historical Timeline: ACS Child Welfare Historical Timeline — Exhibit Curator, 2017- 2019

Oral History Project: Rising from the Waves: Carriacou’s Stories of Survival and Strength

A 12-month oral history project documenting the lived experiences of Carriacou residents before,
during, and after Hurricane Beryl, with an emphasis on cultural memory, climate resilience, and
Caribbean storytelling traditions.
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MANUSCRIPTS UNDER REVIEW

Best-Giacomini, C. (Submitted Feb. 2025). A Nation Betrayed: When Freedom Fails the
Immigration Promise. Reflections: Narratives of Professional Helping.
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Collective Struggle. Journal of African American Studies.
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Best, C. (2020). Closing the Door on Transnational Parenting: A letter to my immigrant mother.
WomensActivism.NYC.

Best-Giacomini, (2020). History of Affirmative Action Policies Show How White People Have
Benefitted. Hartford Courant Op-Ed. Reprinted in IBW21.0RG.
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Violence Against Black Americans. Hartford Courant Op-Ed.
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RECENT PRESENTATIONS

Best-Giacomini, C. (2025, May). Speech - A Reading to the MSW Class of 2024. USJ MSW
Hooding Ceremony. The University of Saint Joseph, West Hartford, CT.

Best-Giacomini, C. (2025, April). Navigating Social Work Practice with Immigrants in Today’s
Shifting Landscape. The 2025 NASW-NYC/NYS Immigration Series

Best-Giacomini, C. (2025, Feb/March). Social Work Practice with Immigrants, Webinar —- MSW
Field Education Program (Preceptors & Students), University of Saint Joseph.

Best-Giacomini, C. (2024, October). Panel Moderator: SHIFT Everybody’s Work Documentary
Screening. University of Saint Joseph.

Best-Giacomini, C., Levine, E., & Levin, L. (2024, October). Immigration 101. Fall 2024 NASW-
NYC Immigration Series.
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Best-Giacomini, C. (2023, April). Keynote Address for USJ Alpha Sigma Lambda Honor Society —
Leading the Path-Leaning into your power. The University of Saint Joseph, West Hartford, CT.

Best-Giacomini, C. (2024, Feb.) Moderator — Documentary film: The March - The Story of the
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